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Just days before the D¥lartin LutherKing Jr. holiday, and the presidential inauguration, |

captured this poto of CorneMest Jeffrey Sachand Tavis Smélyat George Washington
Universiyd s Li sner Auditori um.

TheVision For A New AmericaA Future Without Povertyas a recorded, televised discussion
that allowed panelists to explore a national plan to cut poverty in half within 10 years, and end it
in 25. Tavis Smiley suggested that Anwans should urge President Barack Obama to convene a
White House Conference on the Eradication of Poverty in America.




FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

In the beginning, Irealld i dndt know wh at istory moatmtheend to loéds the rBohtla ¢ k

drawsto a close, | found a special place to stop and reflect. What stood out in myvastite need to

continue the traditiolf gainingeconomic empowermeials a communityOnce upon a time, The Black

Wall Streetwas home to many thriving black businesse®ré&hvere other ptes like it that popped up in

pockets around the country. Yes, thalace wasdestroyedlong ago However,when it comes to

supporting othersnetworking and the importance efrculaing dollars, that businessodelis still top of
mindformeWhy i s there such thing as poverty in Amel]ic

| would rather invest $9.50 in a product that | coggdfrom a local business owner who is deeply rooted

in my community, than $8.50 in a product that is sold or disetbidty someone that 6 | | never jl me
Years agofiJoe probably inherited his faily store. There was no big retaileoming near talry up his

businessin all probabilityJ oeds property had been i n tdeterichf amill y
selling meds, ice cream, a sidef grits, or a hot plate of dinner, neighbors had a vested interest in
supporting Joe. If Joe stayed afloat, he had more resourkizge tmmeone and help his community

Since ti mes hayv difficulhta wajch theconmpetitidrsfactea eleuding the vision of
talentedpeople When ot hers offer qual ity bereficialtocupglifttaeird pf od
businesses and refer otheBome will be willirg to network effectively. Other w o n 0 ver, if tbloo w e
manyindividuals forget he t heory of a place | i ke Blhaviogkto Wa |
depend orbig businessedAs resilient as many of us are, | truly hope thmtre individuals will pause

long enough to remember that moving forward reguirelp Anyone who work$ard and wants to be a
partofthec ol | ecti ve good s houl diquétb gehackhaacdthen someoneas me mfp e r
a reputation for providingxcellentservice, offers quality productproves that he or she is ethicahd

has a respectful attitude, whgt consider patronizingpentf

tN

The more we acknaedge those with positive attributeéke more it may inspire some of us to strive to
connect with likeminded peoplel t &sy toaemember negative experiendast wha may be most
effective is showing others that while circulating dollars, we aspire to raise the bar and expect quality and
stellar treatmentThrough our history we should be encouraged that perseverance plays a role in
everything that we do. As we leamore about our past, | hope thatu will feel inspired tatreat all

people betterEconomic ad personal empowerment entails investing in othiosvever possibleEach

guest this month does that in some way.

This month author Sheli&. Lipseyand ChrisHaley, the Director of the Study of the Legacy of Slavery
in Marylands et t he t one fdandhopbfdy evhere evé waato do. dleerother guests
reflect important values that ring with pride and affirmatie hopethatyou enjoy this issue.

Warm regards

AndraBlackstone



o S ¢

SheliaE. Lipsey Wins A A MB CZD33Nate HolmesHonorary Award
Shelia Lipseybelieves in bringing people with her toward success, not leaving them behind. She
is an award winning faitlhased authowho believes that we lathould embrace our dreanis
am happy to report that her latéstlependenproject wa picked up by Black Expressions Book
Club, which is a phenomenal accomplishment, especially in the eyes of independent artists ang
writers My Sister, My Momma, My Wifs now available for purchas&his great news arrived
just behind Ms. Li pseyds most recent accomp]l i
African-Americars on the Move Book Club, founded by Tamika Newhowsas created to
provide more exposure for unknown wrgeThe company paid htage tathe late author, Nate
Holmes. Hewas tragically gunned down in 2011. It was reported that Ms. Newhouse created a
special award in honor of her beloved colleague and friemd.year, Ms. Lipsey was namdie
winner of the high honorThe official ceremony wi take place at the nexaltimore Urban
Book Festivalin Maryland.
Nominees must have a genuine mission to promote everyone while performing selfless acts. Th
public voted Shelia Lipsey dahe Grave Stdanmunigyc i pijle n
should be especially proud of h&helia Lipsey began her journey as a guest (&ne. now
plays arole in making surg¢hat your monthly issue is availablévhile embracing her own path
to write, she is committed to promoting literacy and eraging others to realize their potential.
Additionally, Ms. Lipsey founded a literacy festival thatosttases AfricaPAmerican authors.
During the festival, she coordinatigee writing and publishing workshops for new authdtss
year, t will be held h Memphis Tennesseat the Hilton HotelSepember 28 to 21, Please
visit www.bwabcliteracyfestival.corfor further details.
Again, we want to publicly thank Shelia Lipsey for being an invalugiale of the writing
community!



http://www.bwabcliteracyfestival.com/

CARLS ALY

Photo providecdcompliments ofChris Haley

Since 2004, Chris Haley has held the position of the Director of the Study of the Legacy of Slavery in
Maryland. My cousin was gracious enough to share his unique insight regattttnMaryland State
Archives, genealogy and numerous perspectives with us in thishsiga descendant of Kunta Kinte.
However, he also took a patrilineal DNA test through Ancestry.com test that later confirmed the basis of
Al ex Hal ey 6 shasQeee & keynoteCsheaakersat various genealogical conferences and is an
extremely skilled historian and muttlented performer who has gained substantial credibility solely on

his own merit.

Tell us about your professional background?

My current professnal position is Director of the Study ofeth.egacy of Slavery in Marylarat

the Maryland State Archives. | oversee a department of archivists who research most an
advanced or person éffrican-Americandescent, or person of European descent who pfymar

had something to do with The Underground Railroad, or who was hiding in slavery during the
Mid-Nineteenth Century. The department began because we received grants from the Nationg
Park Service and the Department of Education to help pursueTtims.is the crux of the
department that | oversee.

|l s Marylandds history the focus of the Mary]l a
It really is focused on the state records. We have the original records of the state. The stat
archives are the repository of permanent regedat all government phases of the state of

Mar yl and, which includes the executive, thdg ¢
the house representatives of different counties in Maryland and the municipalities.

What kind of people typically use the archives and for what purpose?

It always has been genealogists hat 6 s what i nterested me i ni [
varies a great deal. We have people who need their divorce decrees because they are gettiflg
remarried, so they come took into court records. If someone is trying to open a business and
theydve had some blip in the past, they nee|d



not, the Archives helps people with those issuesaddition, land records are big fothe

Archives, because we have a program called MD LANDREC. That has allowed the Archives the
ability to scan all of the records since the beginning of colonization for all properties in
Maryl and. A | ot of peopl e n éuydrsdlaometo qorfionr malt i
they own it, or the boundaries that the land entails. Téweya ot of recordd although some are

histori@d that have modern value.

Genealogists come looking for records. Are they doing it on behalf of others, or do most

peopde come to conduct searches in their spare tirfle

Definitely both. I would say therebds a smal]l
years of being at the Archives, who are professional researchers or professional genealogisty.
They get requestisom people around the country, if not even internationally, who believe that

they have or know they have ancestors who lived in Maryland. They hire them to do initial
research for them. In addition to that we certainly have your basic family historianswho
someone like Uncle Alex to some degree, who was just looking to find out more about their
family. They may be doing it because they want to share stuff with other family members, or a
family reunion is happening real soon, or they just want to kedpr itheir children as a
keepsake, or theydre just curious about el
di fferent parts of the county after readi a
gratifying for us to know that peopleeareally looking at our website.

who dondt Kknjow
eads to The eg
a chid the¢ i0gears t o Jjo v

What i s the website for people
http:// www. mdsl avery. net. It |
a | ot of places you can go, i n
or so that the program has been operating.

Do you all play a handson role to those who come in and need help searching for
information?

We try to help as much as possible. I n d
Reference Degartment assists patrons who you sign in or register. They can get assistance wit

speci al help from my department bgomeandHelpng Jjus
because of the specifics of what theyobre tryi
African-American history during a certain time period, or may be writing a paper for their
coll ege thesi s. | t 6 $0 ke Whatfotlndr aspeqtsidf research that othet yj,
people have done because there are so many records and bits of information after roughly 40f)
years. We canodét possibly do it al/|l our sel vejs.

As far as resources, is it kept in bound form or on microfilm?

treally depends on what youodre |l ooking for, |l b
bound volumes or newspapers. Wi thin that, dle p
see those classic browned pieces of paper which are almost patciima brittlé 17th, 18th,

19th Centuries. Much has been microfildeldnd records and Wills, for example. We have
tried to digitize them as much as we can. e
people dondt have t ogtoteyarddirg aland regordiioesomebody, ¢re b u



a Will or marriage record that they hope to access onWe.aredefinitely moving in that
direction.

As it relates to family history, what wouldyou sayto those who believahere is no wayfor
African -Americansto trace their heritage back the way Uncle Alex did?

| would say it is definitely possible because he didtits certainly not something that people
should take for granted that going to happen, if they put their mind to it. Many people, | have
foundit is hard to have that oral history that helped in our family situation.

Speaking to the situation of people who have an interest in genealogy but hear the negative

side of research, like success stories such as Roots are made up, what is youriop?

| guess, in general you should never let someone else make your decisions for you. Ultimately

you make your own decisions. One thing that | always tell my researchers, or people doing
genealogy, is sometimes a closed door is a positive for yoneafpgy, because that just means

you donét have to go through that door or
can find going in this avenue. I feel secur|e
me see if t kg tetendeslookafor @aother mvenwe with DNA and innumerable
records that are out there. The other thing is that we should start taking to mind what peoplg
sayd that oral history. Uncle Alex remembered what people said, then when he read about
Annapolis, hecould recall that one of our aunts had said the African came from Annapolis, and

he put that together. Someti mes in geneal ody
a half plus .75 probably equal s ingpwgettod,sad t flat
t hatds probably right. Thatoés what you hav t
person, and no photography back in the 17th Century for a white person. Just paintings, usuall

if you were very, very well off. So the filmer back you go, unless you were a huge historic
figure, the more youdre making suppositiondg a
geol ogi cal search because thatos all therelis
i t 0 shurdred @ercent sure, but it could be oral history or secondary sources that support or|
suggest that these possibilities could have happened. It certainly lends itself to that probability.
dondt think people shoul d dingncao actual documant. | j ujfs t
know personally that those things can be wrong in the modern world.

How long did the DNA test results take?

| found out there were matches within a month or two. Your results will be processed, and then

t heyol | b esturasl Withirothosetrdiuens thererwill be a matter of how close they are.

The ones we had that confirmed the Queen story were within six generations, or approximatel

150 years. There was also a return that was within one generation but that persém i@mam

anonymous. Initially, when you go onto Ancestry.com, you can include your name and contact
informati on. Someone chose not to put downl| ar
some point the pen pal needs to write you back. You capesgs#e who share your DNA and

different levels. You can contact them by email.



Were you shocked there was a match with Cousin June?

| was surprised that it happened. Anybody can have a DNA hit, but to have a hit within one
generation, then the fact thethe ot her was within six genefat
contacting and becoming family. Thestcasescenario was what happened for us. A black and
white person who donot know each other acrjos
t h e yamily whofcall each otherand vislitis| i ke a | i feti me story. e
| 6d hate for people to think itdéds because i|Jto

Yeah, it was just a random thing.

There can be good outcomes through genealogical research throughUDiN#ately, | think

you should be satisfied if you have just been able to find a genetic link that takes you back to &
certain part of Africa, or a certain part of Europe, a certain part of China, or somewhere else ta
feel satisfaction thatou haveat least seen geographically where you traced it back.

What did the DNA test show? (The link explains the story
http://www.usatoday30.usatoday.com/tech/saégenetics/20094-06-haleydna N.htm

| shared markers that matched up in DNA. Out of 48 markers, we shared 46. That meant that o
genetic background was matched on so many different levels. We are related and have a sharqd
ancestry.

What other projects are coming up with the Archives?

We aredoing a lot of presentations over the next several months about genealogy, and the focu
of the Underground Railroad. The focus for the last two years has been the Eastern Shore g
Maryland. Our studies are morecaib the people that no one ever heard of.

From the perspective of the work thatyou havedone in the genealogy field, do you feel

about that Black History Month is still necessary?

The easy answer is 1tos sti lnswenFerumatelgovarthe b ut
lastyear,l 6ve been involved in some of the cu
being taught iIin the school s. |l know that er
that changes, | think it isecessary to have Africalimerican Black history month, or Native
American mont h, or Womendés History mont h, be
includes the same figur@ghe George Washington Carvers and the Susan B. Anthonys. Unless

you really goout of your wayyou arenot going to find how many people of different colors and

creeds and nationalities contributed to the history of our nation. The more you incorporate it into
the daily knowledge of c¢hil drtdmngingitbpeao makesas ple o
political point or to get people upset, b

everybodyelsd t 6s aboonh bhctbhose who dondt feel k €

Do you try to keep the relationship with Uncle Alex separate from your personal life?
Ithasal ways been my | ife but I dondt throw i (o
made me famous. Whatavehave to do, | still have to do it myself. We are who we are, but


http://www.usatoday30.usatoday.com/tech/science/genetics/2009-04-06-haley-dna_N.htm

when | wake up in the morning itos stildl
whatever in our own to specifically add to family legacy ourselves. People being fancausée
someone else in that family was famous or
it to happen. Assumptions are not necessarily true.

Do you foresee yourself writing anything on genealogy?

|l &m trying to da@& mgmahedosr yg eorne ariyo gno.t hletr has

are worthwhile to expound up. Divergityhow black and white people lived together, loved
together, had a lot of friction. People are people. | hope that empowers our generation to dg
research ourselves.

What is the latest news about your acting?
One play is coming up May 3rd
reading in DC of a potential pilot.

Tell us about the film festival that you have beei part of.

The Utopia Film Festival in @enbelt Maryland presents short films from around the world.
This year it wil/l be held the |l ast week in
took in 2012. Cornell is still active. The website is www.utopialfilmfestival.org.

www.chrishaleyonlire.com

L

Learn more about Chris by visiting his
website or blog, Dreaming Out Loud.




MARDIALLE ARBICKLE

Photo provided courtesy of Marsialle Arbuckle.

Marsialle Arbuckle is an authand leaderlocated in Michigan. | Have A Story To Tilla
powerful bookhat wasfirst publishedn 2010 by AuthorHouse Publishing Company

What is your book about?

The book is a noffiction autobiographical work that chronicles my life, from age, when |

was abandosd by my biological parents and left standing on the steps of the city courthouse,
through the foster care system, college, and adulthood. It eapttue various struggles that |

faced as a child and youth, the dysfunctional aspects of my life and the life of my brothers and
sister as a result of being raised in the system. The reader is led through the twists and turns thjit
life can create. | alsoapture the impact of catastrophic health issues, as well as challenges with
my career and how spiritual faith combined with education and hard work can lead tp peace
happinessand prosperity.

What was the best and worst moment in your life?

The worst noment in my life was to discover that my job with Ford Motor Co. had been
eliminated just 36 months before my scheduled retirement and that after 27 years with theg
company, | had to start over. The best moment was to discover that God had a plan for me anfj
my life. | | earned that @Athe man made t heéendihatb, it
could work at helping others and continue to be productive, peageispherousand happy.




Who is your target audience?

The target audience is youth tha¢ @m, and transitioning out ofFoster Careandanyone that is

from a dysfunctional family, and dealing with substance abuse. The book will inspire and uplift
individuals and families that are battling heart disease, cancer, vascular disease or some othgir
catastrophic health issue. The book demonstrates the awesome power of love, understanding, aj|d
prayer.

Why did you write it? Is it a memoir?

The book is intended to stimulate the mind and provoke discussions with the review of various
aspects of my lifeThe book will inform and motivate those that are a part of the foster care
system.In our work with youth infostercare, our vision is to integrate group discussions with

acadent and skills development, i . e. ltaunt,oor i anfjd

mentoring. | believe those elemeratong with an introduction to various cultural experiences to
develop alternative interests to negative conduct, compwmiéidnfluence, and impact various
decisions and actions on an indivadiufamily, andcommunity levefor positive change.

What has been your most encouraging experience or comment that resulted from writing
the book?

The creation of the book has r ds Urbah ¥aith& n thhe
Family Development ca 503 nonpr of i t agency. AThe sdnent ef o
independentiving facility for youth in and transitioning out ofoster care along witfive other

program elements, YdutWorkforce, Life Skills, andSubstace Abuse Prevention training,

Health Managment, and Community Activism.

Has writing this book helped to promote healing in your life?

Yes, it allowed me to understand that my blessings have bedorgelt also helped me to face

feelings that | had embedded in the back of my mind and in my tesard my biological

mother that manifested itself in the way | dealt with my relationships with women.

Would you recommend journaling or writing a memoir ?

Yes, it can lead to some amnag seltdiscoveries, and opetsn e 6 s eyes toina s nc
something or someone that was hidden or suppressed.

What trait do you feel society needs to see more of in men?

The trait ofbeing a mentor anle model Young men (Back, White, or any other race) need to

and want to learn from those with expege. That is the real educationo Tquote former
Chairman of the DNCRonal d H. Brown, AEducation occuts

mind to organize your thoughts, chart courses of action to accomplish your goals, analyze
problems and obstacles, considational options,and arrive at reasonable conclusions as you




conduct the affairs of your |ife. 0 That

the most important is accessibility to have meaningful disdegth those that have experienced
and overcome the problems and obstacles of life.

What fraternity are you a member of, if any?

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. | utilize the four cardinal principles of the fraternity to
demonstrate some of the basic elements of life and how combinedtigthelements; will yield

the outcome that everyone wants from life, peace, happiness, and prosperity. Those elements aje
manhood or characterscholarship or educationperseveranceor commitment, andiplift (of

your fellowman) or a noble cause; comlneith Friendship, Love, and Truth (the word of

God). You will find those elements of life on the cover of the book.

How is your book relevant to whatBlack History Month stands for? In chapter 26 of the
book, | as an AfricarAmerican ponder the questn of greatness. As part of the answer, the
lives of 48 African-Americars that were alive during my lifetime or currently alive, with
outstanding and significant accomplishments are highlighted.

The book can be purchased on line via Amazon an( '_
Kindle. It canalso be ordexddirectly from g

AuthorHouse Publishing Co. %Eﬂ@g % gggﬁ%#

Foll ow AThe C¥outh&Familyf or T
Dev el o p rracebbak and follow us on Twitter (]
@cuyfddetroit. We can be contacted at T
cuyfddetroit@gmail.conor marbuckl@hotmail.com E
L
L

Marsialle
Arbuckle
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PERSPECTIVES WITH CHICKI BROWN
Does complexion mater, when it comes to book covers?

What do you think we can do to promote unity when it comes to skin color, economic

disparity, etc.?

ltds funny you asked this. Recentl vy, I pos| ec
what the characters in mypcoming series look like. The series will be about a family with six

sons, so | trolled the Internet looking for photos of men that looked very similar. These guys just
happened to have | ight complexions. IWhatas dho
do you have against dark chocol ate men?o0 I r
touchy some of us still ar@boutskin color. Now, | love a goetboking man, no matter what
complexion he is, but | had chosen a particular actor as yscahrole model for the hero in

the first book. Next, | had to find others that resembled him. They were supposed to be brothers

in one particular family. It just stands to reason that they look alike. Duh!

One of my author friends joined the discussimd made a comment that surprised and intrigued

me . She said, AThese guys remind me of you.lfl T
subconscious, but deep down inside | believe that as a people we need to stop using thj
prejudices imposed on against each other.

As an author, Il think we should be fAequal pp
release  Ai ndt To o, isRrgageals, dadkinied man. | give everyone a chance.

LOL! When it comes to the economic status of mc har act er s, |l 6ve onjly
upper cl ass, since thatés what I know and Jjwh
sensitive about these issues. Just because an author never wrige® dirt characteys
mean she/he has somethingiagt poor people.

Do you describe yourself as a multicultural romance writer? If so, why?

Yes. My novels feature mostly Africemerican lead characters, but | have written two
interracial romances, and | always included secondary characters of ag®nationalities. In

Have You Seen Her?he hero is bracial. INAi n 0t Not hi ng Litleenale he JRe
protagonist is Caucasian. To me, this is a reflection of real life. In this day and age, not many of

us exist in a oneace vacuum. We live, worlplay and worship with people of different races

and backgrounds.

As an author, do you welcome all readers?
Of course! All of them might not like what | write, but all are welcome. :D

Please tell us about your credits.

Back in 2004, | ented the Black Expression Book Club Fiction Writing Contest and won the
Grand Prize. That win was such a boost for my confidence as an unpublished writer, and it gav4
me the encouragement | desperately needed to keep on writing despite the rejectionk, In 201
Shades of Romance Magazine (SORMAG), one of the most prominent promoters lwdaks,

selected me as the New Author of the Year. | was so honored by this award, since readers do tHe
voting.




What are your top two to three favorite historical novels, andwhy? How did you develop

an interest in historical novels?

My reading never included historical novels until a woman | met at a Georgia Romance Writers
meeting suggested | pick dwpazby Beverly Jenkins. I tried o]
interested, but she was so enthusiastic about the book, | decided to give it a try. Well, this book
changed my mind, and as the Amazon review stéisyerly Jenkins skillfully blends romance,

black history, and life in the Wild West to create a lively, tefale story 0

Ms. Jenkins does extensive research into black history and includes that research at the back gf
each of her historical books. She not only gives readers excellent love stories, but they will
alwayslearn something about black history frame r b ook s . I havenodét rjpa:
line yet, but so far my top three favorites aopaz,Jewel,andNighthawk.

Do you have any advice for aspiring authors who may want to write for wider audiences

beyond just their personal ethnic communiy?

Yes, write whatodos in your heart then marke
books to the general public andtranly to black readers. Asandie aut hor , | 6ve] d
that ndie readers are just looking for good stories, andthegdon par t i cul arl'y chr
of the author. My books have received wonderful reviews fromhtack readers who are often

very surprised at how much they enjoyed b ¢
experience for them.

As anlndie author, do you offer ebook and print editions? How many books have you

written? Where can they be purchased?
So far | have published seven of-bookfematsi ne o VvV

only and are available on Kindle, Nod&pbo, and afew on Smashwords.

Amazon search pagpttp://amzn.to/rNa7RI

B&N Search Pagéhttp://bit.ly/IWndcB

Kobo Search pagéttp:/bit.ly/MvigkZ

Contact info to share with readers:

Blog: http://sisterscribbler.blogspot.com
Twitter: http://twitter.com/@Chicki663
Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/chicki.brown
Pinteresthttp://pinterest.com/chicki663/



http://amzn.to/rNa7RI
http://bit.ly/IWndcB
http://bit.ly/MvlqkZ
http://sisterscribbler.blogspot.com/
http://twitter.com/@Chicki663
http://www.facebook.com/chicki.brown

THE LITERARY JOINT

Location The Centre at Forestville
Address 3383 Donnell Drive
Forestville, MD 20747

LaQuita Adans & Shawn Valentinare the owners of The Literary Joint.dpened Jun2008§
and has become a favorite bookstore to many readers and authors. | spoke to LaQuita Adam
about TLJ and the book industry.

Why did you open a bookstore?

Honestly, | originallyinvested in someone elghat you used to manadeur of the infamous
Karibu Bookstore cham | was to ony be a silent partner, but tiesponsibilities became do
overwhelming for theother partner and | decided ¢mit my job and stick with it, espedly
since lenjoyed reading books as wall a challenge.

What has been an important factor instaying afloat at a time when many independent
bookstores have closed?

Knowing my customers, product knowledge, ader lying to them about tlgpiality of books.
Another thing that is helpingne to survive a very dangerotisne in thebook industry is
supporting and intducing new or unknown authots customers that may be just as great a
Ashley & JaQuavis, Deja King, d/ahida Clark. The customers loveat we can imbducethem




